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connected to the light guiding portion. The central portion
includes front and rear faces. The front face includes an outer
edge connected to the reflective face. The rear face includes a
plurality of grooves. A portion of light rays from a light source
entering the light guiding portion via the incident face trans-
mits out of the lens via the reflective face. Another portion of
the light rays is reflected to the central portion and reaches the
grooves.

6 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
LENS FOR A VEHICULAR LAMP

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a lens for a vehicular lamp
and, more particularly, to a lens capable of generating point
light sources.

Conventional vehicular lamps generally include a lighting
element in a lamp housing, and a lens is mounted to a front of
the lamp housing. The light rays emitted by the lighting
element transmit the lens to provide a lighting effect.

Vehicular lamps of new models generally use light emitting
diodes (LED) as the lighting elements. A plurality of LEDs is
mounted in a vehicle lamp to increase the lighting effect. The
light rays of each LED are simultaneously emitted out of the
lens of the vehicular lamp to provide a visual effect of point
light sources corresponding to the locations of the LEDs.

However, each point light source requires a corresponding
LED, leading to an increase in the costs and the consumed
energy if the vehicular lamp has many point light sources.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An objective of the present invention is to provide a lens
generating a main light source in an outer annular portion
thereof and point light sources in a central portion thereof
while reducing the costs of lighting elements and the energy
consumed by the lighting elements.

A lens for a vehicular lamp includes an outer annular
portion and a central portion. The outer annular portion sur-
rounds a central axis and includes an incident face on a rear
thereof. The outer annular portion further includes a light
guiding portion in front of the incident face. The light guiding
portion includes a reflective face on an outer side thereof. The
central portion is surrounded by the outer annular portion and
is connected to the light guiding portion. The central portion
includes a front face and a rear face spaced from the front face
along the central axis. The front face includes an outer edge
connected to the reflective face. The rear face includes a
plurality of grooves recessed towards the front face. A portion
of light rays from a light source entering the light guiding
portion via the incident face of the outer annular portion is
adapted to transmit out of the lens via the reflective face.
Another portion of the light rays is adapted to be reflected to
the central portion and to reach the plurality of grooves.

Each of the front face and the rear face can extend perpen-
dicularly to the central axis, and the front face is parallel to the
rear face.

The reflective face can be conical.

The outer annular portion can be a ring surrounding the
central axis, and the reflective face of the outer annular por-
tion can have reducing diameters towards the front face of the
central portion.

A plurality of lighting elements is adapted to be mounted
behind the incident face of the lens. The plurality of lighting
elements is arranged in a circumferential direction about the
central axis. Each of the plurality of lighting elements forms
the light source. The portion of the light rays emitted by each
of'the plurality of lighting elements is adapted to transmit the
lens via the reflective face. The portions of the light rays from
the plurality of lighting elements emitted via the reflective
face together form an annular lighting area. The another por-
tion of the light rays emitted by each of the plurality of
lighting elements is adapted to be reflected by the reflective
face to the plurality of grooves. Each of the plurality of
grooves is adapted to focus the second portions of the light
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rays to form a point light source. The plurality of grooves
provides a point source lighting area.

Each of the plurality of lighting elements can be a light
emitting diode.

The present invention will become clearer in light of the
following detailed description of illustrative embodiments of
this invention described in connection with the drawings.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a rear, perspective view of a lens for a vehicular
lamp according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a front, perspective view of the lens of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view of the lens of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a front elevational view of the lens of FIG. 1, with
light emitting diodes mounted behind the lens.

FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view of the lens of FIG. 4,
illustrating the lighting effect of the light emitting diodes.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

With reference to FIGS. 1-3, a lens 1 for a vehicular lamp
according to the present invention includes an outer annular
portion 11 and a central portion 12. The outer annular portion
11 surrounds a central axis A. In the form shown, the outer
annular portion 11 is a ring surrounding the central axis A.
The outer annular portion 11 includes an incident face 111 on
a rear thereof. The outer annular portion 11 further includes a
light guiding portion 112 in front of the incident face 111. The
light guiding portion 112 includes a reflective face 113 on an
outer side thereof. In the form shown, the reflective face 113
is conical and tapers forward.

The central portion 12 is surrounded by the outer annular
portion 11 and is connected to the light guiding portion 112.
The central portion 12 includes a front face 121 and arear face
122 spaced from the front face 121 along the central axis A. In
the form shown, each of the front face 121 and the rear face
122 extends perpendicularly to the central axis A, and the
front face 121 is parallel to the rear face 122. The front face
121 includes an outer edge connected to the reflective face
113. The rear face 122 includes a plurality of grooves 123
recessed towards the front face 121. In the form shown, the
reflective face 113 has reducing diameters towards the front
face 121 of the central portion 12.

With reference to FIGS. 4 and 5, a plurality of lighting
elements 2 (such as light emitting diodes) is adapted to be
mounted behind the incident face 111 of the lens 1. The
lighting elements 2 are arranged in a circumferential direction
about the central axis A. Each lighting element 2 forms a light
source. A portion L1 of the light rays emitted by each lighting
element 2 enters the light guiding portion 112 and transmits
out ofthe lens 1 via the reflective face 113. Thus, the portions
L1 of the light rays from the lighting elements 2 emitted via
the reflective face 113 together form an annular lighting area.

Another portion [.2 of the light rays emitted by each light-
ing element 2 fulfilling the total reflection condition can be
reflected by the reflective face 113 to the central portion 12.
Each groove 123 in the central portion 12 can focus another
portions 1.2 of the light rays from the lighting elements 2 to
form a point light source. Thus, the grooves 123 provide a
point source lighting area. As a result, the vehicular lamp
using the lens 1 presents a better lighting effect, because both
the outer annular portion 11 and the central portion 12 of the
lens 1 can emit light, preventing the situation of a hollow dark
area in the center of the vehicular lamp. Furthermore, a
vehicular lamp using the lens 1 according to the present
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invention can be used as a tail light or daytime running light
or used in another location to provide a better lighting and
alarming effect.

An angle 0 between the reflective face 113 and the front
face 121 of the central portion 12 can be varied according to
differing needs. In a case that the angle 0 is small, more light
rays can enter the central portion 12 such that the point light
sources provided by the grooves 123 can be brighter. On the
other hand, if the angle 0 is large, the annular light source at
the outer annular portion 11 is brighter. Thus, the lens 1
according to the present invention can provide different
effects.

Since the point light source of each groove 123 in the
central portion 12 does not have to be generated by a corre-
sponding lighting element 2, the component costs of the lens
1 can be significantly reduced while reducing the energy
consumed. Furthermore, the grooves 123 in the central por-
tion 12 can be arranged in any desired pattern and can easily
be manufactured without the need of arranging the locations
of'conventional light emitting diodes. Thus, the lens 1 accord-
ing to the present invention is more suitable for vehicular
lamps.

Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described, numerous modifications and variations are still
possible without departing from the scope of the invention.
The scope of the invention is limited by the accompanying
claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A lens for a vehicular lamp comprising:

an outer annular portion surrounding a central axis, with

the outer annular portion including an incident face on a
rear thereof, with the outer annular portion further
including a light guiding portion in front of the incident
face, and with the light guiding portion including a
reflective face on an outer side thereof; and

a central portion surrounded by the outer annular portion

and connected to the light guiding portion, with the
central portion including a front face and a rear face
spaced from the front face along the central axis, with
the front face including an outer edge connected to the
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reflective face, with the rear face including a plurality of
grooves recessed towards the front face, with a portion
of light rays from a light source entering the light guid-
ing portion via the incident face of the outer annular
portion adapted to transmit out of the lens via the reflec-
tive face, and with another portion of the light rays
adapted to be reflected to the central portion and to reach
the plurality of grooves.

2. The lens for a vehicular lamp as claimed in claim 1, with
each of the front face and the rear face extending perpendicu-
larly to the central axis, and with the front face parallel to the
rear face.

3. The lens for a vehicular lamp as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the reflective face is conical.

4. The lens for a vehicular lamp as claimed in claim 1, with
the outer annular portion being a ring surrounding the central
axis, and with the reflective face of the outer annular portion
having reducing diameters towards the front face of the cen-
tral portion.

5. The lens for a vehicular lamp as claimed in claim 4, with
aplurality of lighting elements adapted to be mounted behind
the incident face of the lens, with the plurality of lighting
elements arranged in a circumferential direction about the
central axis, with each of the plurality of lighting elements
forming the light source, with the portion of the light rays
emitted by each of the plurality of lighting elements adapted
to transmit the lens via the reflective face, with the portions of
the light rays from the plurality of lighting elements emitted
via the reflective face together forming an annular lighting
area, with the another portion of the light rays emitted by each
of'the plurality of lighting elements adapted to be reflected by
the reflective face to the plurality of grooves, with each of'the
plurality of grooves adapted to focus the second portions of
the light rays to form a point light source, and with the
plurality of grooves providing a point source lighting area.

6. The lens for a vehicular lamp as claimed in claim 5,
wherein each of the lighting elements is a light emitting
diode.



